
Name:    

The Secret Garden Project List  

Directions: Select and complete one of the following projects about The Secret Garden.  

• Write and illustrate a poem about the "wuthering" wind. Publish the poem on your own webpage or create a video of the 

poem (Adobe Spark, or PuppetEdu).  

• Draw or paint a picture of the moor or the secret garden as it looks when Mary first enters it. Or, choose a different scene 

from the book that you want to express. Your art should NOT be done on notebook paper, and should be larger than 8.5X11. 

Ask if you need larger paper. 

• Write a letter that Mrs. Craven might have written to her son before she died about the secret garden. Be sure to include 

WHY she wrote the letter to her child, what the secret garden meant to her, and what she hopes for her child.  

 • Create a map of the gardens of Misselthwaite Manor, based on information in The Secret Garden, an investigation of 

traditional English gardens, and your imagination. You may create from scratch by hand, or use online map creators to help. 

Include all important items/rooms/sections. 

• Make a gardening catalogue of the plants described in the book. Find out what the plants look like and the kind of care they 

need, and illustrate and describe them in the catalogue. You can do this online, or by hand.  

• Locate the Yorkshire moors on a map of England. Find information about the plants and animals of the moor and the climate 

of that area of the world. Produce a product that compares the information you found with the descriptions of the moor in the 

novel. (essay, booklet, Prezi, PowerPoint, Video etc.) 

• Make a dictionary of the Yorkshire words and phrases used in the book. Be sure to include the words that describe things 

specific to that part of the world, such as "wuthering."  

• Study the relationship between India and the British Empire. Prepare a PowerPoint, Prezi, graphic, video, etc. to present to 

your classmates.  

• Select five of your favorite quotations from the book. Illustrate each one to display in the classroom. Include why you 

selected that quote.  

• Find out more about the life and career of the author, Frances Hodgson Burnett. Prepare a PowerPoint/Prezi/Video/etc. 

presentation to share with your classmates.  

• Select a chapter that features multiple characters and dialogue. Create a Readers' Theatre script based on the chapter, 

rehearse it with several of your classmates, and present it to the rest of the class. 

• Create a Kahoot of at least 20 questions from Chapters 1-14. Be sure to include questions over the theme and important 

events of the story. Don’t focus on tiny, unimportant details. You will need to create an account at create.kahoot.it. Ask your 

parents for help creating the account.  

• Think of your own project. Your project should demonstrate your understanding of Chapters 1-14 of the Secret Garden. You 

must get your project approved by your teacher. 

  Name ___________________ 
                                       
  



Secret Garden Novel Project Rubric 
           Please fill in the self-assessment section on the bottom before handing in this assignment.  
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Creativity, 

Originality, 

and artistic 

integrity 

WOW!  Very authentic 

and imaginative; clearly 

illustrates writer’s 

connections to text. 

On visual pieces, 

extensive  attention 

and effort was paid to 

artistic quality of 

composition, color, 

neatness, and engaging 

visuals. 

 On written pieces, 

extensive attention and 

effort was paid to using 

creative and interesting 

language to 

communicate. 

Creative and original; 

illustrates writer’s 

connections to text. On 

visual pieces, some    

attention and effort was 

paid to artistic quality of 

composition, color, 

neatness, and engaging 

visuals. 

 On written pieces, some 

attention and effort was 

paid to using creative and 

interesting language to 

communicate. 

Somewhat creative 

and original; some 

connections made to text 

On visual pieces, little    

attention and effort was 

paid to artistic quality of 

composition, color, 

neatness, and engaging 

visuals. 

 On written pieces, little 

attention and effort was 

paid to using creative and 

interesting language to 

communicate. 

Project seems to be a 

replica of the book; project 

is lacking in creativity and 

authenticity. 

On visual pieces, no 

apparent attention and 

effort was paid to artistic 

quality of composition, 

color, neatness, and 

engaging visuals. 

 On written pieces, no 

apparent attention and 

effort was paid to using 

creative and interesting 

language to communicate. 

Analysis 

and 

Interpretation 

Reveals an in-depth 

analysis and 

interpretation of the 

novel; makes insightful 

connections between 

task and novel 

Conveys a thorough 

understanding of task and 

novel; makes explicit 

connections 

Conveys a basic 

understanding of the task 

and the novel; makes few 

or superficial connections 

Provides a confused or 

inaccurate understanding 

of the task or the novel; 

unclear or no connections 

Development       

and 

Completion 

Ideas are clearly and 

fully developed by 

making effective use of 

relevant and specific 

details from the novel; 

all parts of the task are 

completed with care 

Ideas are clearly and 

consistently developed by 

using relevant and 

specific details from the 

novel; all parts of the task 

are complete 

Ideas are briefly developed 

using some details from 

the novel; all parts of the 

task are complete, but 

some parts lack 

development 

Ideas are largely 

incomplete; one or more 

parts of the task are 

incomplete 

Language 

and 

Conventions 

Exhibits correct spelling, 

grammar, punctuation; 

project uses 

sophisticated language 

and vivid details from 

the text 

Mostly correct spelling, 

grammar, punctuation; 

uses appropriate/effective 

language and 

incorporates sensory 

detail 

Exhibits errors that 

somewhat hinder 

comprehension; some 

appropriate/effective 

language and sensory 

language; verb tense 

errors 

Exhibits many errors that 

hinder comprehension; 

uses few or no effective 

words or sensory language 

Thematic 

Connections 

Makes insightful 

connections to theme[s] 

Makes explicit 

connections to theme[s] 

Makes few or superficial 

connections to theme[s] 

Little or no connections 

made between project and 

theme[s] 

Self-Assessment: 

The best aspect of this assignment is: ________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

One aspect of this assignment that could have used further revision is: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The grade I would give this assignment is: ________________out of ______________ 
 

Teacher Comments:         Grade: 


